Renting has changed – know your rights
What’s changed from 1 May 2026
The law has changed to give people who rent privately more security, fairer treatment and safer homes. The council is here to help you understand what this means for you.
Your key rights as a tenant
You cannot be evicted without a good reason
Your landlord can no longer ask you to leave without a valid reason.
· “No‑fault” evictions have ended
· A landlord must have a legal reason, such as serious rent arrears or antisocial behaviour
· You cannot be evicted just for complaining about poor conditions
This helps people stay in their homes and avoid sudden moves.
Your tenancy is open‑ended
There is no fixed end date to most private tenancies.
· Your tenancy usually runs month‑to‑month
· You can leave at any time by giving 2 months’ notice
· You do not need to sign a new contract for this to apply
Rent increases must be fair
There are clearer rules on how and when rent can increase.
· Rent can usually only go up once a year
· Landlords cannot ask for or accept bidding above the advertised rent
· You can challenge an unreasonable rent increase
Only one month’s rent upfront
Landlords cannot ask for large advance payments.
· You should not be asked for more than one month’s rent in advance
· This makes renting more affordable and fairer
Protection from discrimination
It is illegal for landlords to refuse you because:
· You have children
· You receive benefits
This applies to adverts and decisions about who gets a tenancy.

You can ask to keep a pet
You have the right to request a pet.
· You must ask in writing
· A landlord must consider the request and cannot unreasonably refuse
· In some cases, insurance may be required

Your home must be safe and well‑maintained
Landlords must deal with serious problems.
· Issues like damp, mould or hazards must be fixed
· Stronger rules are coming to improve living standards
· The council can take action if a home is unsafe

Information you should receive
Your landlord must give you an official government information sheet.
· This explains your rights clearly
· It should be given to you by 31 May 2026 (or at the start of a new tenancy)
· These rights apply automatically, even if your contract hasn’t changed

The council is here to help
You can contact the council if:
· You feel pressured to leave your home
· Your landlord is not following the rules
· Your home is unsafe or in poor condition
· You’re unsure what your rights are
We can offer advice, help resolve problems early, and take action if needed.
Email: housing.options@tameside.gov.uk
Online form: https://tameside.adviceaid.uk/start 
Call us: 0161 342 2700
Find out more Home Page - Housing Hub 
