Renters’ Rights Act: What landlords need to know
Renting rules have changed in England.
From 1 May 2026, new laws affect how private rented homes are let, managed and ended.
These changes are designed to create more security for tenants and clearer, fairer rules for landlords. Most responsible landlords will already be meeting many of these requirements.
The council is here to help you understand what’s changed and what you need to do.
Key changes
No more ‘no‑fault’ evictions
Landlords can no longer ask a tenant to leave without a valid legal reason.
You can still regain possession in certain situations, such as:
· Serious rent arrears
· Antisocial behaviour
· Selling the property
· Moving into the property yourself
You may need to provide evidence and follow the correct legal process.

Tenancies 
Most private tenancies now assured period tenancies which run month‑to‑month with no fixed end date.
· Tenants can leave at any time with 2 months’ notice
· You can only end a tenancy if the law allows
· Existing fixed‑term tenancies automatically become periodic tenancies
· You do not need to issue a new contract for this to happen

Getting your property back to sell or move in
You can still regain possession to sell or move in, but:
· Not within the first 12 months of a tenancy
· You must give 4 months’ notice
· You must not re‑let the property for a set period afterwards
This helps prevent misuse of eviction grounds.

Fairer rules on rent
· Rent can usually only be increased once a year
· You must use the correct legal process
· You cannot invite or accept rent offers above the advertised price
Following the correct process helps avoid disputes.

Limits on rent payments upfront
· You must not ask for more than one month’s rent in advance
· This applies to new lettings

No discrimination
It is illegal to refuse a tenant because:
· They have children
· They receive benefits
This applies to adverts, enquiries and letting decisions.

Tenants can request a pet
· Tenants have the right to ask to keep a pet
· You must consider the request fairly
· You can only refuse for a reasonable reason
· You may require insurance to cover damage

Homes must be safe and well‑maintained
Landlords must ensure homes are safe to live in.
· Serious hazards such as damp and mould must be dealt with
· Stronger standards are being introduced for private rented homes
· The council can take action where conditions are unsafe
Good maintenance protects both tenants and your investment.

Information you must give tenants
You must provide tenants with the official Renters’ Rights Act Information Sheet produced by the government.
· For existing written tenancies: by 31 May 2026
· For new tenancies: at the start of the tenancy
Failing to do this may result in enforcement action.

How the council can help
Our aim is to:
· Support landlords to comply with the law
· Resolve problems early where possible
· Protect tenants and responsible landlords
· Enforce standards where necessary
If you are unsure how the changes affect you, contact us early. Early advice can prevent problems later.
What you should do now
· Familiarise yourself with the new rules
· Review tenancy and rent increase processes
· Check property conditions and repair plans
· Make sure you provide tenants with the required information
· Seek advice if you are unsure

Need advice or support?
Housing Advice Team
Email: housing@tameside.gov.uk 
More guidance: Home Page - Housing Hub

